ALLOCUTION DU PRESIDENT KENNEDY

& la véception de 1'I.H.E.D.No & la Maison Blanche le 25 Mers 1963

Messieurs,
Général GLWBIRZ,

M. 1'Ambassadeur, N

Je veux vous rendre sensible mon plus chaleureux
accueil aux Etate-Unis. Le navire que vous voyez ici m'a &té envoye
par M. MALRAUX, la semesine dernidre, & la suite de son passage aux
Etats~Unis, en Janvier, alors qu'il avait la faveur d'accompasner
MONA LISA, et sachant mon intér&t pour les choses de la mer, il fit
réaliser cette réduction par les soins des amis du liusée de la HMarine,
Elle représente "Ia Flore", un navire francais qui combattit pour les
Américains pendant notre guerre d'Indépendance. Elle est arrivée toutes
volles dehors et figure dans mon bureau comme un heureux souvenir de

notre plus vieille alliance.

Je veux vous répéter encore mon plus chaleureux
accueil pour vous dire que vos fréres d'armes des Forces Armées Américaines
entendent vous recevoir cordialement dans toutes les bases que vous
Visiterez dans le Sud, Sud-Ouest, la base du S.4.Ce au Nebraska, la
Californie et le Texas. Ou que vous alliez, je pense que vous trouverez
des hommes réputés pour leurs connaissances dans le dangereux domaine des
armements, également avertis des possibilités que des limitations

d'emploi dans cette pdrilleuse périods.
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J'estime prouve’ qu'il est plus difficile de pariager
les responsabilités atomiques que de réaliser scientifiquement 1'explosion
atomiques Encore que nos tentatives n'#ient point connu de plein sucecés
vous constaterez, je le crois, que le peuple américain congidére 1l'alliance
frangaise comme fondamentale pour notre sécurit¥, que nous estimons

essentielle 1'étroite coopération de la France et des Etata-Unise.

Notre temps est périlleux, si d'une part la pression
militaire des Sovieis sur 1'Europe de 1'Ouest a diminué, d'autre part les
entreprises communistes sur le reste du monde, Asie, Afrigue, Amérique
Latine n'ont point décru. C'est pourquoi j'ai la ferme conviction qu'il
est essentiel pour la France et les Etats-Unis et pour les autres membres
de 1'Alliance Atlantique de travailler non seulement & la coordination
de leur politique militzire, mais aussi dans les divers domaines politiques,

économiques et en tout ce qui peut contribuer & notre Défense Nationale,

En outre, il me semble obligé pour les Cadres Militaires
et je suis slr que vous en convenez, que le soldat moderne ne borne pas ses
préoccupations & la mise en oeuvre des armements, mais & la maftrise de
toutes les modalités d'action susceptibles d'assurer sfiretd, sécurité et

victoire finale,.

Soyez donc les bienvenus puisque vous 8tes les
représentants d'une race guerridre et distingude qui a prouvé depuis mille
ans ges capacités militaires. Nous vous accueillons en ce pays comme des
alliés et des amis qui luttent avec nous épaule contre épaule pour la

liberté de 1'0ccident dans vne période troublée.

Bon voyage lMessieurs et merci.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RuLEASE, MARCH 254 1903

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSEZ PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITZ HOUSS
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO FACULTY AND STUDENTS OF THZ FRENCH HATIONAL WAR COLLEGE
NEW FLOWER GARDEN

AMBASSADOR HoVE ALPHAND : M. PREsident, I am very happy,
indeed, to introduce to you General Fernand Gambiez and all the
students and auditors of the French Institute of High Studies

for National Defense. This Institute is comparable to your
National War College and its duty is to prepare study for the
Government for the defense of France in this atomic age. And, as
you know, these problems are extremely compless

They have been the susject of certain controversies
between us. Maybe you noticed that. Aniway, I am sure that my
compatriots would be very happy to see you and to listen to you,
to learn a lot with their counterparts here and also to discuss
with them these problems of common interest in the framework of
the Franco-Americas alliance, this old alliance which is more
necessary today than ever.

M. President, thank you for all that you will do for
my compatriots and maybe General Gambiez would like to say a few
words.

(General GAMBIEZ spoke in French).

PRESIDENT KENNEDY : Gentlemen, General Gambiez,
M. Ambassador : I want to express my very warm welcome to all of you
to the United States. This ship which you see here was sent to me
last week by M. Malraux. After his visit to the United States
in January, when he was kind enough to accompany the Mona Lisa
to the United States, and knowing of my interest in the sea,
friends of the Naval Museum copied this ship, which is the
La Flore wihich was a French ship which fought for the Americans
in our War of Independence. And this arrived in full sail and is
in my office as a welcume reminder of our oldest alliance.



I want to express our very warm welcome to you and to
tell you that all your colleagues in arms in the United States
Forces will make you most welcome at all the bases you visit in
the South, Southweat, at the SAC base in Nebraska, California
and Texas. Wherever you go, I think you will find men who are
committed to the advancement of knowledge in the dangerous field
of arms and who also recognize the limitalions as well as the
possibilities of the use of force in these dangerous Years.

I will say that it has proved, perhaps, somewhat more
difficult to split the atom politically than it has been to split
it scientifically. But even though we have not been wholly suce
cessful in accomplishing that task, I think that you will find
that the people of the United States regard the French alliance
as basic to our secutiry, that we regard it as most essential
in this country that France and the United States work closely
together.

These are very difficult years. [In some ways, the mili=-

tary threat to Western Europe by the Soviets has diminished, but

the Communist efforts around the world, Asia, Africa, Latin America,
have not dimished and therefore it is my strong feeling that

it is essential for the United States and France and for the others
in the Atlantic Alliance to work closely together to coordinate

not only our military policies, but also our political policies,
economic and all the rest which contribute to our National security.

In addition, it seems to me, an obligation on the part
of those who work in our military, and I am sure you recognize
this obligation also, that scldiers not concern themscives today
merely with the mastery of arms, but really with the mastery of
the whole spectrum of action which makes for tranquility, security
and ultimately victory.

S0 we welcome you, coming as you do from a martial and
distinguished race who have shown a mastery in the use of arms
for a thousand years. We welcome you to this country as allies
and friends who stand with us shoulder to shoulder in the defense
of freedom and the West in a climactic periode

Bon voyage, gontlemen. Thank gyou.

END



